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priority areas of our bilateral relationship. 
The introduction of U.S. companies’ ad-
vanced technologies in the Russian market, 
including through licensed modern software 
applications, contributes to economic 
growth in Russia. We support growing co-
operation through services provided by 
Russian companies in designing software 
and high-tech products on the basis of Rus-
sia’s existing scientific capabilities. We wel-
come the Information Technology Round-
table, which is providing for a comprehen-
sive exchange of opinion between govern-
ment agencies and businesses on removing 
barriers to business and protecting intellec-
tual property rights in this area. 

We note growing trade cooperation be-
tween our countries. As our trade and eco-
nomic cooperation gains momentum, we 
might face certain contentious issues that 
must be addressed in a swift, transparent 
and constructive manner by taking account 
of the interests of both sides. 

Already existing positive examples of co-
operation between U.S. and Russian com-
panies give us confidence that many new 
significant and mutually beneficial projects 
will be implemented in the course of our 
expanding economic cooperation. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment. 

Joint Statement by President George W. Bush and President Vladimir V. 
Putin on U.S.-Russian People-to-People Contacts 
May 24, 2002 

In keeping with the spirit of cooperation 
between our two countries, we affirm the 
importance of strengthening contacts be-
tween our societies and citizens. We are 
confident that direct links between our cit-
ies, states and regions, businesses, edu-
cational, research, and medical institutions, 
and non-governmental organizations in-
crease communication and promote under-
standing and trust between the United 
States and Russia. 

Over the past decade, direct ties between 
Americans and Russians have grown rap-
idly, and they continue to broaden and 
deepen, including through joint business 
ventures and trade and economic relation-
ships, academic and cultural exchanges, and 
cooperative efforts aimed at protecting the 
environment and developing new medical 
technologies and cures for the most deadly 
diseases. Such cooperation now goes be-
yond programs, projects, and agreements 
financed by our governments; our primary 
role in the future should be to support 

this trend by removing legal, bureaucratic, 
and other impediments. Recognizing the 
mutual benefits of travel for our private 
and official visitors, the United States and 
Russia are committed to streamlining visa 
practices and taking additional steps to fa-
cilitate travel. To this end, we have agreed 
to reduce substantially visa fees for partici-
pants in student and school exchanges. 

We note that government-supported 
partnerships between American and Rus-
sian institutions are flourishing: they in-
clude 94 Russian-American sister cities, 8 
hospital partnerships, and 37 university 
partnerships. In addition, more than 100 
U.S.-Russian community and institutional 
partnerships have been forged between 
local governments, judges, businesses, pro-
fessional associations, and other non-gov-
ernmental groups. 

We also recognize the strong ties be-
tween American and Russian regions and 
cities, especially the Russian Far East and 
the U.S. West Coast. Thanks to existing 
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intergovernmental agreements, Native 
American and Russian citizens can visit 
their relatives in Alaska and Chukotka visa- 
free. In an effort to stimulate more of these 
regional ties, we have just begun a new 
program which will use U.S.-Russian part-
nerships to facilitate cooperation, strength-
en civil society and media, and improve 
the business climate in the Russian Far 
East and the Volga Federal District. 

Government-supported exchange pro-
grams that send Russians to the United 
States and Americans to Russia have also 
grown exponentially over the past decade. 
Under these programs, more than 50,000 
Russian students, scientists, legislators and 
others have been hosted by families and 
communities in all 50 American states. Last 
year alone, about 1,000 Russian entre-
preneurs visited the United States to ex-
change experiences and develop mutually 
profitable ties with their American hosts; 
these business exchanges are set to increase 
significantly this year. Meanwhile, thou-
sands of American scholars, scientists, busi-
ness people, health care professionals, lan-
guage teachers, and other experts from 
many walks of life have spent time in vir-
tually every region of Russia, working side- 
by-side with their Russian colleagues. 

We will also continue to support our 
partnership in the critically important area 
of health care. Our priorities are fighting 
such infectious diseases as tuberculosis, im-
proving maternal and child health in order 
to reduce maternal and child mortality, and 
combating cardiovascular disease. The 
United States and Russia are committed 
to preventing the spread of HIV/AIDS. In 
three regions in Russia, we are currently 
carrying out health education programs 
aimed at high-risk populations. We are 
pleased to note that funding will now be 
provided for an HIV/AIDS prevention pro-
gram in a fourth site—St. Petersburg and 
Leningrad Oblast. In addition, joint pro-
grams for the treatment of tuberculosis 
within the framework of the World Health 

Organization are now underway in a num-
ber of Russian regions. 

We will promote further expansion of 
contacts in such areas of cooperation as 
information technology, the natural and so-
cial sciences, and areas of fundamental re-
search, such as fusion energy and high-en-
ergy physics. 

A viable and independent media sector 
is an integral component of democracy in 
both our countries. Accordingly, we initi-
ated the Media Entrepreneurship Dialogue 
in November. This dialogue has brought 
together American and Russian media pro-
fessionals in a business-to-business partner-
ship to exchange experience in resolving 
problems facing the media, including those 
of ensuring the development of commer-
cially viable independent media. We wel-
come the successful development of this 
dialogue. We also welcome a new partner-
ship starting this year that will bring to-
gether Moscow State University’s jour-
nalism school with an American school of 
journalism to develop curricula and mate-
rials used for training media managers and 
journalists. 

The availability and use of the Internet 
in both the United States and Russia has 
increased dramatically in recent years, 
greatly facilitating communication between 
our two peoples. Both governments will do 
all in their power to create the conditions 
for information to flow freely within and 
between our two countries. 

Both of our countries are rich in the 
vast territories they cover and in the diver-
sity of their populations. Respecting the 
spiritual, cultural, and ethnic legacies of our 
nations, we affirm our commitment to uni-
versal values in the sphere of human rights 
and religious freedoms. We will seek to 
promote a climate of mutual tolerance and 
respect between different creeds and be-
liefs. To advance these goals, new initiatives 
are being developed to support Russian and 
American non-governmental organizations. 

Our governments intend to promote fur-
ther cultural interchange between our two 
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countries, including the organization of ex-
changes between national museums, thea-
ters, operas, ballets, orchestras, and indi-
vidual artists. In addition, we will seek to 
promote activities that will enable American 
and Russian scholars, artists, and ordinary 
citizens to learn more about one another’s 
history, language, and culture. We encour-
age the establishment of new contacts be-
tween American and Russian organizations 
such as the agreement between the State 
Hermitage Museum and the S. 
Guggenheim Foundation. 

Through the centuries, Russia’s great 
poets, novelists, painters, composers, and 

scientists have made brilliant contributions 
to world civilization, and Americans find 
their own lives enriched by learning more 
about this cultural legacy. Similarly, Rus-
sians have shown a great interest in learn-
ing more about American contributions to 
the arts and sciences. Increased apprecia-
tion of each other’s cultures will help ad-
vance relations between our two nations 
into the future. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment. 

Joint Statement by President George W. Bush and President Vladimir V. 
Putin on the New U.S.-Russian Energy Dialogue 
May 24, 2002 

Successful development of the global 
economy depends on timely and reliable 
energy delivery. In this context, we wel-
come the fact that the Russian Federation 
has confirmed its role as a major world 
energy provider. In order to strengthen our 
overall relationship and enhance global en-
ergy security and international strategic sta-
bility, we have agreed to launch a bilateral 
energy dialogue. 

Through this Dialogue we seek to: 
• Develop bilateral cooperation in the 

energy sphere on a mutually beneficial 
basis in accordance with our respective 
national energy policies. 

• Reduce volatility and enhance predict-
ability of global energy markets and 
reliability of global energy supply. 

• Facilitate commercial cooperation in 
the energy sector enhancing inter-
action between our companies in ex-
ploration, production, refining, trans-
portation and marketing of energy, as 
well as in implementation of joint 

projects including those in third coun-
tries. 

• Encourage investment aimed at the 
further development and moderniza-
tion of the fuel and energy sector of 
Russia, including expansion of oil and 
gas production in Eastern Siberia, the 
Far East, and offshore areas. 

• Promote access to world markets for 
Russian energy, including through the 
commercial development and mod-
ernization of Russia’s port and trans-
portation infrastructures, the electric 
power and gas sectors, and oil refining 
capabilities. 

• Foster science, technological, and busi-
ness cooperation in the use of uncon-
ventional energy sources, and energy- 
efficient and environmentally clean 
technologies. 

• Cooperate in elaboration and develop-
ment of new ecologically safer nuclear 
power technologies. 

We intend to discuss energy issues at 
our future bilateral meetings, and direct 
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